California
Fair Political
Practices Commission

October 3, 1986

Ms. Jan M. Brunken

Treasurer, O'Melveny & Myers Political
Action Committee

400 South Hope Street

Los Angeles, CA 90071-2899

RE: Your Request for Advice
Our File No. I-86-254

Dear Ms. Brunken:

Thank you for your letter of August 6, 1986, requesting
advice concerning political action committee contributions to
candidates and measures being voted upon in other states.

QUESTION

May a political action committee registered in California
make contributions in support of and in opposition to candidates
and measures being voted upon in other states?

CONCLUSION

A political action committee registered in California may
make contributions to candidates and measures being voted upon
in other states.

FACTS

In addition to supporting various California candidates and
measures, the O0'Melveny & Myers Political Action Committee (a
registered California committee) alsc makes contributions in
support of and in opposition to candidates and measures being
voted upon in other states. You have been advised by various
members of the Commission's staff that this activity is a
permissible use of campaign funds under California law and that
the expenditures must be reported on the committee's campaign
disclosure statements. You have asked that the Commission
confirm this past advice in writing. ‘
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ANALYSIS

Chapter 5 of Division 9 of the Elections Code (Section 12400
et seq.) limits the permissible uses of campaign funds. Use in
out-of-state campaigns in not prohibited. If you have any
additional questions concerning the permissible uses of campaign
funds, I suggest you contact the State Attorney General's Public
Inquiry Unit at its toll-free number: 800/952-5225.

Sincerely,

Diane M. Griffiths
General Counsel
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By Mary Amnxn Kvasager
Political Reform Consultant
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Robert Leidigh, Esqg.

Fair Political Practices Commission
428 J Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Leidigh:

I am the Treasurer of the 0'Melveny & Myers
Political Action Committee (No. 802120) (the "OM&M PAC"),
a recipient committee under California law. The OM&M PAC
receives contributions from O'Melveny & Myers, a law firm,
and makes expenditures supporting various California candi-
dates and measures. I have been told by wvarious persons
at the Fair Political Practices Commission that the OM&M
PAC may expend its contributions in support of or opposition
to candidates and measures on the election ballot in states
other than California or candidates on the election ballot
for a national office. I recognize that such expenditures
would continue to be subject to the disclosure provisions
of California law, as well as federal or applicable state
law. I was told that I could request an opinion from you
to that effect.

Please direct your opinion on this matter to
my attention at the above-named address. If you have any
questions, feel free to give me a call.

Sincerely,

- Y -

Jan M. Brunken

Treasurer

of the O0'Melveny & Myers
Political Acticn Committee
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